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Amendments To the CXaims 
Kindly rewrite the claims as follows. 

1 1 86. (previously presented) A method, comprising the steps of: 

2 in a market for loans or lines of credit offered to consumers in which transaciions 

3 occur among market participants in distinct first and second sectors, providing intermediation 

4 services for transactions in each of the two sectors; 

5 the first sector being retail origination of the loans or Jincs of credit, the 

6 intermediation services in the first sector including: 
during an application process for loans or lines of credit offered by a plurality 

of offerors, obtaining information describing applications made by a pluraJiiy of appJicants 
9 for the loans or lines of credit, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicants 

10 relative to underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders; 

1 1 storing the application infonnation in a database; 

submitting the obtained information for matching against underwriting 
1 3 standards of the offerors; 

matching the applicants' infonnation against underwriting standards of a 
plurality of lenders, and identifying to each applicant, from among those lendei^ having 
underwriting standards that the respective appUcant meets, an indicium of the identity of the 
17 lender that has the best combination of low intcmat rale and fees; and 

essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the 

19 loans or lines of credit, updating the database with infonnation describing the closed loans or 

20 lines of credit; and 

21 the second sector being a secondary market for buying and selling of the loans or 

22 lines of credit, the intermediation services in the second sector including: 
providing intermediation services in the second sector pursuant to a 

predetermined pricing schedule providing credits for tr^saction fees paid by a party for 



15 
16 



23 
24 
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25 iniem^ediation of transactions in the first sector for redemption against fees payable by the 

26 pany for intermediation of tran$actioni> in the second sector; 

''^^^'^"S ^« second sector rcaJ-tinie or near reaJ-time access to the 

28 information in the database, the offer being under a pieairanged pricmg schedule providing 

29 reductions in the price of the infoimatton as fees increase for intermediation services 
provided for transactions in die first sector. 



30 



1 187. (previously presented) A method for perfonnance by a provider of 

2 intermediation services, comprising the steps of: 
in a market for a class of financial products in which transactions for products of the 

class occur among market participants in distinct firet and second sectors, the fii^t and second 
sectors being origination and secondary trading of products of the class, providing 

6 intermediation services for transactions in each of the two sectora; 

7 a predetermined pricing schedule for the intcrmcdiaUon servfces providing credits for 

8 transaction fees paid by a pany for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 
redemption against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 



9 

10 sector. 



188. (previously presented) The method of claim 187, further comprising the Step of: 
offering information for sale to parties conducting transactions in the second sector, 

the information being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services 
in the firsl.sector, the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions 
in the price of the information as fees increase for intermediation services provided for 
transactions in ilic first sector. 

189. (previously presented) The method of claim 187, wherein: 

the predetermined pricing schedule provides that transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions in the second sector arc to be credited against access by the 
party to research information describing the financiai products. 

Amendment in Response to Restriction Requirement 3 i lAAZQnc q/m nort-rn *: i a 

ruispaperdmcd December 10.2004 1 1445y-y5-E3 S/N 09/370,619 



PAGE 6/33* RCVD AT 12/10/2004 12:31:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DNiS:S72d306' CSID:12127288111 * DURATION ([nin-ss):03-5S 



.GV^v;l:K[: ?AKR fax CZ-T- (FR;: ;2. K='04 12::8/ST. :2:36/ND. ^200000305 f 

Application Serial No. 09/370,619 
Attorney Oocket No. i 14459-05-03 
AjDcndiiicm Daied December 10, 2004 



190. (prcwously presented) The method of claim 187. wherein ihe nnarctat products 
are lojins or lines of credit to consumers. 

191. (previously presented) The method of claim 190. wherein the loans are home 
mortgages. 

192. (previously presented) The method of claim 190, wherein the loans are 
automobile loans. 



193. (previously presented) The method of claim 190. wherein the loans are pen^onal 

loans. 



194. (previoa^ly presented) The method of claim 190. wherein the fit^t sector is a 
i«ail Origination market for the loans or lines of credit, and the second sector is a wholesale 
secondary market on which the loans or lines of credit are traded. 



of: 



195. (previously presented) The method of claim 190. firrther comprising the steps 



obtaining from a loan applicant information relaUng to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to urderwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

storing the obtained information in a database for future disclosure to other market 
participants. 



of: 



196. (previously presented) The method of claim 195. fwther comprising the steps 



storing in the database loan applicants' infomuuion at the time of completion of j 
loan application, before the loan is closed between a loan applicant and a lender. 
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197, (previously pt^<;ented) The method of claim 195, further comprismg the step of: 
updatine the database to reneci the terms of a loan closed between the loan applicant 
and a lender. 



198. (previously presented) The method of claim 194, further comprising the step of: 
obtaining from b loan applicant informaaon relating to the qualifications of the loan 

applicant relative to undenvriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

matching the loan applicant's infonnation against underwriting standard.*; of a 
plurality of lenders 

199. (previously presented) The method of claim 198. further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lendei^ having undenvriting 

standards that die loan applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the lender dial has the 
best combination of low interest rate and fees. 

200. (previously presented) The method of claim 198, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 

Standards satisfied by the lonn applicant, a list of alternative Icndei^ prioritized by low 
interest rate and fees. 

201. (previously presented) The method of claim 190, wherein: 

die first sector is a wholesale secondary market for loans or lines of crcdit and the 
second sector is a retail origination market for loans or lines of credit. 

202. (previously presented) The method of claim 190. wherein the credits expire If 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 

203. (previously prc.^ted) T^e method of claim 202. wherein die time period is the 
close of a month following the month in which the credits are provided. 
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204. (previously presenlcd) The method of clam, 203, wherein the time period is the 
close Of the month inmiediaiely following the month In which the credits are provided. 



of: 



205. (previously presented) The method of claim 187, further comprising the steps 



offering infonnation for sale to market participants in the second sector, the 
infonnaUon being information captured in the coun* of pn>viding intermediation services in 
the fii5t sector. 

206. (previously presented) 1 he method of claim 205. further comprising the step of: 
Structuring a pricing schedule for the sale of the infonnation wherein the credits are 
applicable to reduce the cost of the information. 



of; 



207. (previously presented) The method of claim 187. further comprising the steps 



offering infonnation for sale to market participants in the first sector, the infonnation 
being infonnation captured in the cou™ of providing interoediation services in the second 



sector. 



208. (previously presented) The method of claim 187. wherein the financial pnxJucts 
are lines of credit 



209. (previously presented) The method of claim 187. wherein the financial products 
are commerdal loans. 



210. (previously presented) The method of claim 187, wherein the first market 
sector is an origination market for the financial products and the second sector is a secondary 
marker for the financial products. 
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21 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 210, wherein the first markei 
sector IS origination of insurance, and the second sector is reinsurance of existmg insurance. 

212. (previously presented) The method of claim 187, wherein the fii^t market 
sector is a secondary market for the financial products and the second sector is an Origination 
market for the financial products. 



213. (previously presented) A computer programmed to: 

2 provide inteimediation data processing functions in distinct fit^e and second sectors of 

3 a market for a class of financial products, the first and second sectors being origination and 

4 secondary trading of products of the class among market participants; 

5 record fees due for intermediation services in both sectors of the market to 

6 participants in the market using the computer, and 

7 according to a predetermined pricing schedule, record a ponion of fees recorded for 

8 intennediation of transactions in the finst sector as credits for redemption against transaction 

9 fees for transactions in the second sector. 

214. (previously presented) The computer of claim 213, wherein: 

the predetemiined pricing schedule provides for reduced pricing for access by a party 
to research information describing the financial produas, the price reduction based on 
incTeased transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time period. 

215. (previously presented) Thecomputerof claim 213, wherein the first market 
.<iector is an origination market for the finajicial products and the second sector is a secondary 
market for the financial products. 

216. (previously presented) Thecompuierof claim 213, further comprising: 
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hardware and/or software designed to obuun information from applicants seeking the 
financial products, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicants relative to 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for n^tail origination of the financial 
products, and to store the apphcation information in a database; and 

hardware and/or software designed to match the application information against 
standards of a plurality of offerors. 

217. The computer of claim 216. wherein the financial products are loans to or 
lines of credit for consumers. 

218. (previously presented) The computer of claim 216, further comprising: 
hardware and/or software designed to receive the application information essentially 

contemporaneously with the completion of applications for the financial products; and 

an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products. 

219. (previously presented) TTie computer of claim 216, fiirther comprising: 
hanlwaie and/w software designed to match die application against underwridng 

standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among ihose 
offeran, having undenvridng standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of 
the oiTeror dial has the best combination of lov^ price and best contractual terms. 

220. (previously p«.sented) The computer of claim 213, wherein the credits expire if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 

221. (previously presented) Thccomputerof claim 213. flmher comprising: 
hatdware and/or software designed to receive infonnation describing applications for 

financial products, and to update the database with information describing the applications 
essentially contemporaneously with the completion of the applications; and 
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an interface designed to make the database available to partes on n secondary mailcei 
for the financial products according to Che predetenniiicd pricing schedule. 

222. (previously presented) Thecomputerofclaim213.funhercompiising: 
hardware and/or software designed to obtain infomiation from on applicant for the 
financial product, ihe infonnalion relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 
offering underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for retail origination of a financial 
product; and 

hardware and/or software designed to match the applicant's information against 
offering undenvriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, 
from among those offerors having offering underwriting standards that the applicant meets, 
an indicium of the identity of the offeror that has the best combination of low interest i^te 
and fees. 



223. (previously presented) The computer of claim 213, further comprising: 
offering information for sale to market participants in the second sector, the 

infoimation being information captured in the course of providing intermediation services in 
the first sector, 

224. (previously presented) The computer of claim 213, being further programmed 
to record a portion of the fees recorded for intermediation of transactions in the second 
market sector as credits for redemption against transaction fees for transactions in the second 
sector. 

1 225. (previously presented) A method for performance by a provider of 

1 intennediation services, comprising the steps of: 

3 in a market for a class of financial products in which transactions occur in distinct 

iirst and second Sectors, the first and second sectors being origination and secondary trading 



4 
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5 of products of the class among market participants, providing intcrmediaiioi. servers for 

6 transactions in each of the two sectors; and 
offering information for sale 10 parties conducting transactions in the second sector. 

the infornialion being informaUon captured in the cotir^c of ptDviding interme<liation services 
in the first sector, the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions 

10 in the price of the information as fees increase for intermediation services provided for 

1 1 transactions in the first sector. 

226. (previously presented) The method of claim 225. wheiein: 

the .<!econd sector is a secondary market for buying and selling of the financial 
products; and 

a predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation services provides that transaction 
fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the fiist sector are to be credited 
against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second sector. 

227. (previously presented) The method of claim 225, wherein: 

the first sector is an origination market, and the infoimation is application infonnation 
for the financial products obtained from applicants for matching against underwriting 
Standards of a plurality of offerors of the financial pnjducts. the infonnation being stored in a 

database. 

228. (currently amended) TTie method of claim 22^;^?. farther comprising the step 

of: 

essentially contemporaneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the financia] 
products, updating the database with information describing the closed financial products. 

229. (previously presented) The method of claim 227, further comprising the step of: 
essentially contempuraneously with the completion of applications for a pitirality of 

the financial products, updating the database with infonnation describing the applications. 
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230. (previously presented) The method of claim 225. wherrin the fmanciaJ products 
are loans or lines of credit to consumers. 

231. (previouiily presented) The method of claim 230. wherein: 

the information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan 
applicant meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

232. (previously presented) The method of claim 230. wherein; 

the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a profile specified by 
the party purchasing the information. 

233. (previously presented) The method of claim 230, wherein; 

the information includes a statistical characterization of loans closed, the loans 
meeting a profiltj specified by the party purchasing the information. 

234. (previously presented) The method of claim 230. wherein: 

the information includes a statistical characterization of loan pools tmded. the pools 
meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

235. (previously presented) The method of claim 230. wherein the first sector is a 
retail origination sector for the loans or lines of credit, and the second sector is a wholesale 
secondary market for buying and selling of the loans or lines ot credit. 

236. (previously presented) The method of claim 233, further comprising the steps 

of: 

stoiing in the database loan applicants' information for loans not closed between a 
loan applicant and a lender. 
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237. (previously presented) The method of claim 235, further comprising (he step of: 
obtaining from an applicant information relating to the qualifications of the applicant 

relative to underwnUng standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan or line of credit; 

and 

matching the applicant's information against undcr%vriting standards of a plurality of 

lenders. 



238. (previously presented) The method of claim 237, ftiriher comprising the step of: 
identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underv^riting 

standards saUsfied by the loan applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender thai has the 
best combination of low interest rate and fees and the best contractuaJ terms. 

239. (previously presented) The method of claim 230, wherein: 

the first sector is a wholesale secondary market for loans or lines of credit and the 
second sector is a retail origination market for loans or lines of credit. 

240. (previously presented) The method of claim 230, wherein the credits expire if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 

1 241. (currently amended) A computer programmed to: 

2 provide intermediation data processing functions for transactions In a class of 

3 financial products in distinct first and second sectors, the first and second sectors being 
origination and secondary trading of products of the class among market participants; and 

provide access to information to parties conducting transactions in the second sector 
and to record chai^ges for diat access, the information being information captured in the 
course of providing intermediation services in the first secto r, the offer bein^ unHr.r « 
prearranf?ed pricing fich.>^,i]P providing reductions in the pric^ of rhg information as f^P. 
^ ^P<;r^ase for intermediation services mpvi d cd for transact ions in the firct cprvf/^r 
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242. (previously presented) The computer of claim 24 1 . funher comprising: 
hardware wid/or soflwitrc designed to obtain information from an applicant for the 

financial products, the information relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, for retail origination of a financial product: 
and 

hardware and/or software designed to match the appJicani's information against 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among 
those offerors having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the 
identity of the offeror that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees. 

243. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, being further programmed 

to: 

record fees due for intermediataon services in both sectors of the market to 
participants in the market using the computer; and 

according to a predetermined pricing schedule, to record a portion of fees recorded 
for intermediation of transactions in the first market sector as credits for redemption against 
transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 

244. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, being further programmed 

to: 

record transaction fees for intermediation services provided to the parties, a 
predetermined pricing schedule for the intermediation services providing that transaction fees 
paid by a party for intermediation of transactions are to be credited against fees payable by 
the party for intermediation of other transactions, and providing for reduced pricing for 
access by a party to research infonnarion describing the financial products, the price 
reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time 
period. 
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245. (previously presented) The computer of claim 24 J , being further programmed: 
lu rxxord fees due for intermediation services rendered in l>oth sectors of ihc market 

to users of the computer; and 

according to a predetermined pricing schedule, to record a portion of fees recorded 
for intermediation of transactions in the first sector as credits for redemption against 
transaction fees for transactions in the second sector. 

246. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, wherein the financial 
products are loans to and/or lines of credit for consumers. 



247. (previously presented) Thecomputer of claim 241, wherein a predetermined 
pricing schedule provides for a reduction in a price of the information offered for sale, the 
price reducdon increasing as fees increase for intermediation services provided to a party 
purehasing the information for transactions in the first sector. 

248. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, wherein: 

the infonnation includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to an applicant 
for the financial products meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

249. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, wherein: 

the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a profile specified by 
the party purchasing the infonnation. 



250. (previously presented) The computer of claim 241, wherein; 

the information includes a statistical characteiizaiion of closed financial products, the 
al products meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

25 1 , (previously presented) The computer of claim 24 1 , wherein: 
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the information includes a statistical characterization of traded pools of the fmanciaj 
products^ the pools meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. 

1 252. (previously presented) A method for performance by a provider of 

2 intermediation services, comprising the steps of: 

3 oil a iiecondary market for buying and selling of loans to consumers and/or lines of 

4 credit let to consumers, providing intermediation services for buying and selling of the loans 

5 or lines of credit, a predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation services providing that 

6 transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions ore to be credited against 

7 fees payable by the party for intcimcdiation of other transacUons. and providing for reduced 

8 pricing for access by a party to research information describing the loans or lines of credit, 

9 the price reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an 
10 agreed time period. 



253. (previously presented) The method of claim 252, further comprising the steps 

of: 

during an application process for the loans or lines of credit^ obtaining information 
describing solicitations made by a plurality of applicants for tlic loans or lines of credit and 
submitted for matching against underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors of the loans 
or lines of credit, and storing the solicitation information in a database for sale to the parties. 

254. (previously presenuid) The method of claim 252, further comprising tlie steps 

of: 

obtaining information from a loan applicant, the information relating to the 
qualifications of the applicant relative to underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders, for 
retail origination of a financial product; and 

matching the applicant's information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 
lenders, and identifying to the applicant, from among those lender^t having underwriting 
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standards That the appJicant meets, sm indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best 
combination of low interest rate and fees and best comraciual terms. 

255. (previously presented) The method of claim 252, wherein: 

the research information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan 
applicant meeting a profile specified by the market participant purchasing the research 
information. 

256. (previously presented) The method of claim 252, wherein: 

the research information includes a volume of loan solicitations meeting a profile 
specified by the market panicipanl purchasing the research information. 

257. (previously presented) The method of claim 252. wherein: 

the research information includes a statistical characterization of loans or lines of 
credit closed, the loans or lines of credit meeting a profile specified by the market participant 
purchasing the research information. 

258. (previously presented) The method of claim 252» wherein: 

the research information includes a statistical characterization of loan pools traded, 
the pools meeting a profile specified by the market participant purchasing the research 
information. 

259. (previously presented) The method of claim 252, wherein: 

the schedule provides for credits for transaction fees paid by a market participant for 
retail origination of the loans or Hnes of credit, wherein the credits may be redeemed to offset 
transaction fees payable by the market participant for wholesale secondary buying and selling 
of the loans or lines of credit. 
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260. (previously presented) The method of claim 252. further comprising the steps 

of: 

obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualificabons of the loan 
applicant reJative to underwriting standards of a lender for retaiJ origination of a loan; and 

storing the obtained information in a database for future sale to other market 
participants. 

261. (previously presented) The method of claim 252, further comprising the steps 

of: 

obtaining from a loon applicant infomation relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for retail origination of a loan; and 

matching the loan applicant*s information against underwriting standards of a 
plurality of lenders. 



262. (previously presented) The method of claim 261, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 

standards satisfied by the loan applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the 

best combination of low interest rate and fees. 



263, (previously presented) The method of claim 252, wherein the credits expire if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 



1 264. (previously presented) A method for perfonnancc by a provider of Computer 

2 information services, comprising the steps of: 

3 during an application process for financial products offered by a plurality of offerore, 

4 obtaining information describing solicitations made by a plurality of applicants for the 

5 financial products and submitted for matching against underwriting standards of the offerors, 

6 and storing the solicitation information in a database; 
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7 essentially contemi>oraneously with the closing of each of a plurality of the financial 

8 products, updating the database with information describing the closed financial products; 

9 and 

10 making the database available to parties on a secondary maitet for the financial 

11 products. 

265. (previously presented) The method of claim 264. further comprising the step of: 
matching the applicants' information against underwriting standards of the plurality 
of offerors. 



266. (previously presented) The method of claim 265, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the applicants, bom among those offerors having underwriting 

standards that the respective applicants meet, an indicium of the identity of the respective 
offerors that have the best combination of low interest rate and fees and best contractual 
terms. 

267. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, further comprising the SU:p of; 
in a market for the financial products in which transactions occur among market 

participants in distinct first and second sectors, providing intermediation services for 
transactions in each of the two sectors; 

a predetermined pricing schedule for the intemiediation services providing credits for 
transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 
redemption againsit fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 
sector. 

268. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, further comprising the steps 

of: 

offering to parties in a market for financial products real-time or near real-time access 
to statistics reflecting transactions in the financial products. 
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269. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, further comprising the step of: 
matching the applicants' information against underwriting standards of a plurality of 

lenders. 

270. (previously presenied) The method.of claim 269, further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the applicants, from among those lendeis having underwriting 

standards satisfied by the applicant, an indicium of the identity of the respective lender that 
has the best combination of low interest rate and fees for each applicant. 

271. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, further comprising the step of: 
pmviding iniennediation services for buying and selling the financial products in ihc 

secondary market for the financial products; and 

structuring a pricing schedule to provide credits for transaction fees paid by a lender 
for obtaining the solicitation information for redemption against fees payable by the lender 
for intermediation of transactions in the secondary market. 

272. (previously presented) The method of claim 271, wherein the credits expii« if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 

273. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, further comprising the steps 

of; 

offering access to the information to parties on the secondary market under a 
prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the information as fees 
increase for provision of originadon services for the financial products. 

274. (previously presented) Themethodof claim 264. wherein the financial products 
are loans to consumers. 
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275. (previously presented) The method of claim 274, wherein the loans are 
mortgages. 



276. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, wherein the financial ptoducts 
are automobi te loans. 



277. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, wherein the financial piDducis 
are lines of credit. 



278. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, wherein the financial products 

are business loans. 



279. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, funher comprising the step of: 
matching each applicant's infonnation against underwriting standarxk of a plurality of 

lenders, and identifying to the applicant, from among those lendei^ having undenvriting 
standards satisfied by the applicant, an indicium of the identity of the lender that has the best 
combination of low interest rate and fees. 

280. (previously presented) The method of claim 279. further comprising the step of: 
identifying to the applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting standante 

satisfied by the applicant, a list of alternative lenders prioritized by low interest rale and fees 
and best contractual terms. 

281. (previously presented) The method of claim 264, wherein the fim market 
sector is origination of insurance, and the second sector is reinsurance of existing insui^ce. 
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282. (previously presented) A computer, comprising: 

hardware and/or software designed to obtain information descHbiirg soJicitations for 
financial products from a plurality of applicants, and to store the solicitation information in a 



4 database; 



5 



hardware and/or software designed to match the solicitation information against 



6 underwriting standards of a plurality of lenders; 

7 hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing closed financial 

8 products, and to update the database with infonnadon describing the closed financial 

9 products essentially contemporaneously with the dosing of the closed financial product; and 

10 an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market 

11 for the financial products. 

283. (previously presented) The computer of claim 282, further comprising: 
offering the solicitation information for sale to the parties in the secondary market, 

the offer being under a prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the 
solicitation information as fees increase for intermediation services provided to the lendere. 

284. (previously presented) The computer of claim 282, further comprising: 
hardware and/or software designed 10 host a secondary market for buying and selling 

of the financial products and to mainiain a record of fees earned for intermediation of 
trdnsactions on the secondary market, a predetennined pricing schedule for intermediation 
services providing that transaction fees paid by a party for inteimediation of tr^sactions are 
to be credited against fees payable by the party for intermediation of other trtmsactions, and 
providing for reduced pricing for access by a party to research information describing the 
loans, the price reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the party over 
an agreed time period. 

285. (previously presented) The con^uter of claim 282, further comprising: 
Thia paper daieU December 10. zoa4 iiw^-uj A/iM uy/3/U,bl9 
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hardware and/or software designed to provide reductions m price for access to the 
database by a pany. the reductions increasing based on increased uajisaction volume 
achieved by the paity over an agreed lime penod according to a predetermined pricing 
schedule. 



286, (previousjy presented) Thecomputer of claim 285, further comprising: 
haxdware and/or software designed to credit transaction fees paid by a pany for 

inlennedtation of transactions toward fees payable by the party for inieimediation of other 

transactions according to a predetermined pricing schedule. 



287. (currently amended) A computerized method, comprising the steps of: 
obtaining information from an applicant for a financial pmduct gloan appJicunt. the 
information relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to underwriting standards of 
a plurality of offerQrs pf the financial product temW for retail origination of the [[a]] 

5 financial product; 

6 receiving and storing underwriting standards from a plurality of offeror^ lend^; and 
by computer. automaiicalJy matching the applicant's information against 

8 underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors tendefs, and identifying to the applicant. 

9 from among those offer ors ^^ndefs having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an 
indicium of die identity of the offcEar Wbf that has the best combination of low intei^t rate 

1 1 and fees. 

288. (cuircntly amended) The method of claim 2g7.fwther comprising tliciiicp of: 
in a market for the financial products Joans in which transactions occur among market 

participants in distinct first and second sectors, providing intermediation services for 

transactions in the financial products teans in each of the two sectors; 

a predetermined pricing schedule for the intermediation services pit.viding credits for 

transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector for 



7 
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redemption againsi fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the second 
sector. 

289. (previously presented) The method of claim 287. further comprising the step of: 
offering infomnation for saJe u, parties buying and seJiing on a secondary market for 
buying and selling of fmancial products, the information being informaUon captured in the 
course of providing intermediation services in the first sector, the offer being under a 
prearranged pricing schedule providing reductions in the price of the information as fees 
increase for intenmediation services provided for transactions in the first sector. 

29a (currently amended) The method of claim 287, further comprising the steps of: 
structuring a pricing schedule to provide credits for transaction fees paid by a offeror 
lw»d«= for obtaining the solicitation information for redemption against fees payable by the 
offeror leftdeF for intermediation of transactions in the secondary market. • 

291 . (previously presented) The method of claim 287, wherein the credits expiry if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. 

292. (previously presented) The method of claim 287, wherein the best combination 
is determined by comparing interest rates, 

293. (currently amended) The method of claim 287, wherein the identity of the 
offe^rofifee temieP best combination of interest rate *ats and fees nirther factors in a 
consideration of other contractual terms. 

1 294. (previously presented) A computer, comprising: 

2 hardware and/or software designed to obtain information from an applicant for a 

3 financial product, the infoimation relating to the qualifications of the applicant relative to 

4 underwriting standards of a plurality of offeixji^, for retail origination of a financial product 
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5 a storage device storing underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors; and 

6 hardware and/or software designed lo match the applicant's inforaiation against the 

7 offerors' underwriting standards, and to identify to the applicant, from among those offerors 

8 having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the 

9 offeror that has the best combination of contractual terms. 



295. (currently amended) The computer of claim 294, further comprising; 
hardwans and/or software designed to provide intermediation data processing functions 

for buying and scUing of the financial products loans on a secondary market, a predetermined 
pricing schedule for intennediation services providing that transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions are to be credited against fees payable by the pany for 
intermediation of other transactions, and providing for reduced pricing for access by a party to 
research information describing the financial products ieans, the price reduction based on 
increased transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time period. 

296. (previously presented) The computer of claim 294, further comprising: 
hardware and/or software designed to receive information describing closed financial 

products, and to update the database with information describing the closed financial products 
essentially conteraponmeously with the closing of the closed financial products: and 

an interface designed to make the database available to parties on a secondary market for 
the financial products. 



297. (previously presented) The computer of claim 294: 

wherein the financial pmduct is a loan, and the contractual terms include interest rate* 
fees, and other contractual terms. 



298. (new) The computer of claim 294; 

wherein the financial product is an insurance policy, and the contractual terms include 
premium rate, fees, and other contractual terms. 
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